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Miss Charlotte Mason, of Ambleside, has p-re- 
pared for publication and Mr. G. Middleton iras 
issued a brochure obtaining lettom which she 
contributed to the London '“Times * 3 on ednea- 
“^. n ‘ The of National Strength’** is its 

title ; and the author examines the Montossori 
method not in order bo indorse it bat to plead 
tor someth mg ^ wider, freer and more h uman e. 
r>ne regards that method as one effort among 
many m the interests of scientific pedagogy ; 
and she concludes by asking if there really is 
any such thing/* 
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■EDUCATION. 


F.N.E.C. Office! 36, 6fi. appM «a in The 

[The six Miters here contained, w form an eloquent 

Times Educational Suppiemenf lag ^ basis of national 
plea tor the cultivation o£Jnowfcd n e ^ er intfilpie tation of 
strength. IBss Mason pl^ds I of the young, and 

the word knowledge m the training trut h that liter a- 
particuhuly for a fuller reaWion ^the^imt rf ^ 
tnro is the true foundation ot Lkhority than Miss Mason 
liters can apeak with f»‘f “JSS? If education ; and 
either on the theory or tJ»e Pf^Vm he of great service 
rpnriut of these valuable papeis v i9 w ith increasing I 
wkeu educational reform l s ' i ,”“„ TllMnc j 1 tary| 
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THE BASIS OF NATIONAL STRENGTH. By Miss Charlotte 
Mason, 8£X6J* G3 pin Ambleside : Middleton; London: 
P.N.E-U* office* Is. n. 

[This is a reprint of the striking letters which Miss Charlotte 
Mason recently contributed to The Times* seven in all- — 
** On Knowledge,” 41 Letters, Knowledge, and Virtue,” 
“ Knowledge, Reason, and Rebellion,” 4< New and Old 
Conceptions of Knowledge,” tc Knowledge in Literary 
horm,” and “The Montessori System.” As a veteran 
educationist Miss Mason submits, as she explains in a short 
preface, to those who have public education at heart these 
arguments in defence of knowledge, which it seems to 
1B D( d duly regarded as the material of education/ 
i>I ind-hiuigi'r, to recall Miss Mason’s phrase, is a real thing, 
and it is refreshing to see the old, but none too-wrU-remem- 
nered, doctrine that viiLue is knowledge so eloquently 
expounded 
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wniflESSOEl- -Oitr bst week's wlSSTH^'g*™— 
mason VBfiSUS MO^ES hy ^ Ch , dt , M. 

Ihx- F,U h^td ^imly Hit' Mimtwtawi method, and cspectaUy 

in ivlm-li ifbe id i ta4 ke ” ^ime attached, in the working of that 

wnijrujd verted on the 1 indeed, took ‘•occaaion.by 

method* lo the ACOfi& \TnnUeanri fiee n general adverse cntici*m 

the hand," ™d '*»* ™ g XT4k W i* quE* a, mixed 
of ™i««l trwmng one of oir m-i.t diaim* 

a, uiitrli of Ml# u also a widdv read anther, and 

gtiMmi wo '™f t ^ t u° editor nl an educational mng&zmef^focn she, 
wh<1 "*■ ot h : R f a il : !tcerLiin devetopmonU in education, most of us 

wo *a>\ wriM m caTofS wading. This wo iiavo done, 

will be inclined to *5 itl ' . ( Ti*mal doubt as to whether Miss 
SttfSlA* w* rt»d. Briefly, she ofTera little or 
M^,hi the opinions of the believers m manual 

ThJ m.Jh "rto hnu w what stand Mias, Mason a really 
tikhiB S She is no blind worshipper of ; ; the three E a,- for she terms 
f ' e ;, that reading and wriliNg Ufe edwation, «d wjh 

■^; f y ^ are art,", Urt i». » Ufa V™t m tW 
s ,q ’ education, but means towards cdufAtmg. There ip nothm 
sulvrs _ • , . *tM__ nnii haw mv id a bov at ins .school - 


stives education, but means towarUB hi 

think it ii It i. 

y means towards the boy’* education. 

the SENSE OF TOUCH.— When Mias Mason compares touch uni! 
-io-iit ynd then proiKHince* that touch is “the less Accurate and octiva 
1 tftS* two senW* "ho porta company with near >■ every modern 
uuLh&rity nri education. Our most competent phySW^mU tcarh that 
iniirk is the partial of all the other senses, and U ■ * quite needlm for 
J u* lo lutein with the anienba. and quote from A mass of evidence to 
J hLibsloftt hito our statement in tins collection. Iho ptriwn wn< mucII 


■ our suiLcmen.il in mis wjiuh-thuu. mv r v,CT,MB v 
I loses miich; *an* taste Insea more; iw>* hearing enters iho kingdom f 
tiWce; y/m sight abides in a pitiless world of darkness; but mn 
S r.^T-i.lujjvd La dead. It stem* as ndnnluii? to us 


silence - smut sight abides m a pltties^ worm in ■■■■ •■■■■ 

t Indicia paralysed, is ile;ul. It aerms cib t'dicUbus to ua m it docs 
1o Miss Masnti to blindfold l iill# children, as in the Monlesson aUinol. 


I to Miss Masnti to PUnilltUtl, kliuu uuiuren, . J Ml 

I But it h far more ridiculous to fujt tlieir tiny hand^in iron gauntbU 
L it were, and to rase thorn in triple stee by forb.diing h ru.t 
i . n L.... ili ii ier.se which in early yeais is nit- 


as h. were, and to rase irntm ^ ‘ ^ ,T 

i4 II [,w in 12 them to wsn tliat ^msc which m early y«ua ts the gnv.iUftt 
iaLl Skbcwladgc. S,.«ly Mi« M«wn »?«* h.™ 'y"? “ 

little one, ill tent 'vilh M«tU!, ' l * lilUe hands oval «OT» 

object, on.i Lbci. be cillfti ft niuebLy dtlid for BO iIoiiib- r>.r 
toimoth, wh»t X ttlnrc domM-U .1 bI»» do No two 
plnmentary, otin In the other, as sight and touch. Wo desire Lhtin 
to be, not rivals, hid rn- partners. 

HANDICRAFTS AND CHARACTER.— When Miss Mason 

«ty 9 , “=i child should not do handwork that i.< not fitlmr heaM'fil j>r 
of lire, Hbe irt on very saf# ground, mid mj hourlwurk L f“j 
dispute Urn truism But when hIo- says. Handicrafts tfdio ■ th* 
r.t living perhaps to the mew.fi of living, buL they are m.t adu^tivft 

- .1 +l,„» r L ■ ■ ■ .. L,.Aiuinrn rtinrilftbr." ftVtJU .1 IlflVVY WUW POtll UW 


of living, perhaps to the ineiuis ot living, nui um> an f . 

in Sie amtw tbit they influomni character." \^vvy vmild 
Iter, U not even in addition >o "the jny of living . 

, influence character 1 H i* the indmpulable fart that achepbhandvt ^ 

' Jnr, iii Hue nee rhciractcr, which gives it rli supipme r 

Whit i boon to all nf ua it would bt* if a p id dm W .J J 

Sirrai.gcd between Mks Mason anti Sir duhn Coj L-khuin, or > • ■ 

. . - - r 1 ii i -mi s n- M ...- \ r ii niii. ■ *1 * " 








( Coikhurn, 

t'nrvSS Browne, at Sir Philip Maginie, or Mr Holman, 

Manual Training Cniiducivn to the Formation of Xliaracuo 

it, were Anno' ' 1 i. : .. . . w wt.«e Mm Ma 

‘ ‘ knowledge i 
diet vpoa v 1 
Wo cannot 

knowledge '* earthly of the mind mitt " wusapin «u«,r.. v ■- - 

VXt. y W -Worn V“‘.^“ d ^sgg , |5; 

albeit not in the wimrut kind <d wj.v In parting-, t , t |iiiir4iA for 

Mb* Mjwiki, wo ™n£v*, uur*Hlw* ranked am.mg hvt w 

much ehe h-iA dam* mid -md. and s.idicitoua for >'W- we l'-*d j 

S wo have) that she apply more A,«c\y t u> 

the can si deration oi Uiv ydnnitioiuU proWvim> «'liu h MuaUi w*UM nut 
(ense of tuucb. 
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s' CRAVING FOR KNOWLEDGE. 
How to Pass on the Torch. 




The fascinating series of letters on 
' Knowledge/ by Miss Charlotte Mason, 
published in The Times, have been issued 
as a shilling booklet under the title * The 
Basis of National Strength.' With all our 
excellent apparatus for elementary, 
secondary, technical, and university educa- 
tion, we fail to satisfy the natural craving 
of the mind for knowledge — that is Miss 
Mason's chief and startling contention. 
Knowledge is not gained by the cramming 
for examinations, scholarships, prises, 
‘ blue ribbons ' ; knowledge is not a mere 
accumulation of facts; knowledge is not 
scholarship, valuable and important as 
that may be, for scholars are few, and 
bora, not made. J Knowledge is not in- 
struction, information, scholars!] ip, a well- 
stored memory. It is passed, like the light 
I of a torch, from mind to mind, and the 
\ thme can Lo kindled at original minds 
only. Thought, we know, breeds thought: 
it is as vital thought touches our mind 
that our ideas are vitalised E and out of our 
ideas comes our conduct of life. 1 So Miss 
Mason contends that the chief thing in 
education is to get into contact with 
original minds. That is what the public 
schoolboy needs, and that ia just as much 
what the working man needs, whose action, 
in combination, will ba * paralysing or pro- 
pel ling,* according as he has or has not 
knowledge. Miss Mason shows, in very 
interesting fashion and at length, how true 
knowledge — leading people to think find 


tdrm a right judgment in all things— conies 
through the best literature; and, incident- 
ally, ahe criticises kindly, but severely, he 


narrowness of the Montessori method. Her 
words deserve “T.1 i ' 1 
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How to Pass on the Torch, 


The fascinating series of letters on 
f Knowledge/ by Miss Charlotte Mason, 
published in The Times , have been issued 
as a shilling booklet under the title 1 The 
Basis of National Strength/ With all our 
excellent apparatus for elementary, 
secondary, technioal, and university educa- 
tion, we fail to satisfy the natural craving 
of the mind for knowledge — that is Miss 
Mason’s chief and startling contention. 
Knowledge is not gained by the cramming 
for examinations, scholarships, prizes, 
bine ribbons ' ; knowledge is not a mere 
accumulation of facts; knowledge is not 
scholarship, valuable and important as 
that may he, for scholars are few, and 
born, not made* * Knowledge is not in- 
struction, information, scholarship, a well- 
stored memory* It is passed, like the light 
oi a torch, from mind to mind, and the 
dame can be kindled at original minds 
only* Thought, we know, breeds thought; 
it 13 as vital thought touches our mind 
that our ideas are vitalised* and out of our 
ideas conies our conduct or life.* So Mies 
Ma^on contends that the chief thing m 
education is to get into contact with 
original minds* That is whit! the public 
schoolboy needs, and that is just as much 
what the working man needs, whose action, 
ui combination, will b« * paralysing or pro- 


t polling ' according as ha has or has not 
knowlod 


; -now ledge* Mies Mason shows, in very 
j interesting fashion and i&t length, how true 
ij k no wlod^e^— leading people to think and 


] iorrn a, right judgment in all things — comes 
Sk the best literature; and. incideul- 
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ally, she criticises kindly, but severely, the 
j narrowness of the Monteasori method. Her 
worda deserve to be read and pondered by 
■ i a A\ p £ t6IiLa aa< l *11 who care for education. 
■ (20. Victoria-street, la. net.) 
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Tui ytiir 1S12 will be remembered Tor ft UtU# time: 
inemnrLSs ure proverbially diert} a* the 
Munte&wti. period when a wave of suTIl LLsi frA m for 
the Montes non Method overspread Eng- 
land, Wb ImVd urxlrhed this w*Vfl with rlis-may ; for the 
inevitable reaction is bound tn follow. Already w» erti 


Alme Atontessorr encourages the training 
of llio KenwP Only iiotl entirely omits! 
edne&tdon in idemn All that JJi^ Mason soys is justified 
in a selling but we mv inclined to think that she ts 
attacking certain nmnifestjitions of the method Hither 
tlum it* underlying principle® _ Ji is inju tW in Menu 
AIonUiEBon's hr, ok W t) see little attempt tu supply ideas 
ouiKido the "Epei-mn of dully life. Stories nre not told. 
Tl„j Baby Houm is n little world Mcttpied with itself 
iktinnu. Tlie wonwaH arc sharpened by pracituio until the 
children tan do little wen dr re - but milt they wginU nol 
cutnparo with n Beil Indian ur u trained jurabit, us Miss 
Mason points out. We mu*t remember tlie type of child 
with which Mtnn Mrmleri$r>ri is dealing and the ago of 
thftt child. These were children living in I oriem e ni s in 
thp least duHirulili' i^uiHvtrt oF Rome and from three tu 
seven yftu-H of age. iliss Meson hits derated beraoif to 
the study of whuwan of education suitable for children of 
welUto-dn parents who hfivu left tb* nontory behind. 


Aolust this variety of opinion some of oh won hi 
liko tin authoritative stJitomiml on the 


Tflc Mtiiadt of . 

tficfiof ' vuLuo of the ALouteSSori method. Il 
saves trouble whim wo at-c told uXJifiUy 
whut to think But nul even the Qhlld fvturlv Eioriety 
would, we exp- rt , Venture to lay down the taw. L Wlainly 
the Hoard of Ed neat inn will nut do an, Mr, King naked 
the President of the Board of Etlucutiun whether i Wpliritf* 
mu being uiudo into l.hc method* *thI results of the 
Monte Rio ri HystL-m und it* applicability in this country ■ 
uud, IT so. how it is proponed to intmduea el sy^lcm under 
W'hiuli ehililrmi me udimieuJ at two years, whereas muni 
Lm^il Authorities uxuliuld them till live ynio of age., 
and lb »u parhcLii 1 feet we n*±uircJ, whunuia our standard 
of llnijjurlifiitl feet Inin not been attained in many schools, 
1 r b is Is Mr, Pease ' m reply - 14 The Hewil pnblifthcd oh 
N ovember 1. uh an educational pamphlet, a rcfwrl upon 
the Mumt4J-n*,nri aystnni mndir Isy M( E, Li. ,-t. IIolmc“. 


In publishing Lilt, tuport. the Boujd worn caroful to state 
Ibnl l hoy did not iteeesearily oudorHc (Im ojunionfl oi- 
piuasisl in it. Thuy have not. tiuggestod the introLluntion 
of the nyptnui intu publiu olennustiuy school*. " 


nif ti ’ mn g 1 uiimaaoning ndvocncy or l.htf hand nf IMI- 
tlmsiusts ia re* ailing in e tendency to sweep tlie whole 
mnlter iifitdo fiR Uh worthy of reel investigation, In onr 
leading article Inst mntith wt mb in cordial ngromnonf. 
with L h tt main principle of l)r. Montaftsni-i% teaching. Ill 
the words of Mr. Edmond Halmss, "the master principle 
of tho Muntefisori nmihrai is that of solf-eduoftt toil.” TIiih 
« Jl principle adopted to u Ini^e extent in gotnl Kinder- ] 
gartemfi and in soma secondary school*- but We need to 
b? reminded that, the function of -oducutfon is to help I 
growth, to give it Free play, atid to aEimikloit to jnwidft 
suitable elmnDdli For itself, and that disidpliiie thrnugh 
liberty is ihe ideal, Wu most not tie misled by the 
methoda with which -Mmo MoutefUiori seckit to carry ernt I 
her principle into a belief that, because we think we ran [ 
find bettor metlmda, tinfftfoi'e wd wms in no danger i>r J 
losing night of the principle. 


We have much sympathy with Mias Charlotte Mason * 
«fiss Mfwns ^ Ufn ' to C ^ D Timr*. pointing out that | 








